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Andrew Kopkind's version of "J.F.Kis legacy^" fails to recognize the drastic change 
in his policies beginning with the 1962 mis^Le crisis and is wrong in its sneering 
reference to the 1963 American l^niversity speech, which states his hope for those 
change^ p&licieo. 

Ouch things as the first step toward detente, the limited test-ban^ agreement ; 
cancelling some military contracts, including for .Blue Streak misii 3 .es for Britain; 
stating the new policy of refusing to recognize military dictatorships that ovethrew 
democratically elected governmeht"s, as in the Dominican Republic; ly 8 lengthy nir* ntrll 
secret-correspondence with like l^n-atyttw^ntetA^-froni 

ita--±ength_alo|ie;/and ordering our withdrawal from Vietnam, are hardly what 
Kopkind refers to as "from the first, hard cold war" policies. 

His little-remembered change in Vietnam policy was announced by the Pentagon 
shortly before he was assassinated and the reverted and expanded policy was announced#' 
by it shortly after his assassination. That he had called his generals in, one by 
one, and explained to them that Vietnam was a political problem and political problems 
are not susceptible of military solutions was confirmed to me by one of thosygenerals 
in 1967 

"The brutal and self-defeating devastation of Vietnam" was begun by the 
Eisenhower-D^lles-Rixon administration, was inherited by Kennedy, and was made really 
bloody by Johnson and Nixon, not by Kennedy, 

It is not reasonable to prate that Kennedy "neve^gra^sped the possibilities of 
Nikita Khruschev' s reforms" when it is a fact that these two leaders had an extensive 
exchange of still-secret communications, hardly on either part "a hard cold war" 
exchange. ,, 



It is the fiction of those who hated him and those who were (^responsible for 
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"the plots of assassination" of Jastro / ^net-fennedy r -fj^ CTk drecords disclosed to me. 

Does anyone really believe that once the Kennedy brothers were dead the CIA would 
admit undertaking those adventures on its own? 



